¥ay 19,1951

¥x Roy 3. Alford,
F+.0. Box 201,
Hilledgeville, e,

Dear Roys

After finishing at the clinic Thursday morning last,
1 went out to the State Depsrtment of Arohives and History,
on Feachtree Road, to browse &round among the old records
there and kill the balance of ths daye.

I was out there to run down some of the DAR records,
for ona thinge. I did not finisgh what I hed in mind, but X did
run into @ point or two that will, I think, clear up a point
that hud always confused or lead me into a dead end street.
For the first time, I definitely found on the records that
there were, undoubtedly, three %illiam Alfords. .

In manuscript form, and dound as & book, the AR hed
cormpiled a list of the old wille of Hanceock County, Cea gia.
And it i3 from the compilation of the “1ll of ¥illiam Alford
I got this informations

Recorded in Will Book 23, P, 286,
Date: 31 July 1822,
Frobated: May 2,1825.
‘3onss Jacod Alford
John Alfoxd
Villiam Alford,J?»
Owen Alford
Daughters: ¥illy Reed
Jane Ellis
¥ar tha Newsome
Elizabeth Driskill
Ctheras Mioajah Middlebrooks
Joshua Granoe
Alford Eiddledbrooks
Grandson: Cennon Grace
Granddsughter: Ann Vinson

Executorss Joel Newsome
Hardy Junigen

L' ¢ Henry Dortch
itnesses gguyc bgt




e

Roy 3. Alford, page 2, M¥ay 19,1951,

In his will, we aae he refers to his son as “illiam,J¥. H
Pursuing my re,earoh & bit further, I find he uses the 3enioxr 3
on his 1802 Tax Heturn. From this 1802 Hancock County tramscript
of tax returns, I am giving you what I saw there:

Captain Tucker's District

William Alford, Sr.

3laves 11

lLand, 200 scres

Water oourse, OCgeechee

¥hom Adjoining, Alford

To Whom Granted, 3elf.

Dollars and cents, 0.61%

By way of parenthesis, I can't refrain from commenting
about the amount of tax & mGn paid in thet day, 150 years ago.
And & dollar was go valuadble that our forebears reckoned values
in fraptions of & cent. Times do changel

Eow, in this same 1802 Haneock County compilgtions of
tax returns, James Alford, the father of William, Sr., (Willie
in the will of James, & copy of which I mailed you) I ga; thdse
facts about our common ancesgtor:

Captain 3laughter's Districts

Jamea-Alford

3laves, 19

Land, 1000 acres - Hancock County

¥ater course, Ogeeches

Whom Adjoining, Rogers

To whom granted, self.

Dollars and cents, 17.35%

4nd on second transcript, immediately following above:

Land, 300 aores -« Jackson County

%ater Course, Coonee '

Vhom Adjoining, ¥cDaniel

To whom granted, Aflin
Dollars &nd ocents, 25.22




Roy 3. Alford, page 3, ay 19,1951

As I have indicated, the missing link, to me, has been
something to distinguish between W%illiem Sr. and %illiam ,Jx.
william,Jdr., I conclude, must be our common ancestor. He was
the father of Jack, William, Greene and Caroline. Thus, your
ancestor was Jack and mine was William. Uncle Creene, whom I
knew in my youth, never married. I heard Aunt Caroline men-
tioned often, in my immediate family ocircled. At the momemt,
I do not recall enocugh about her to be sure; she married, I
believe, & man named Avery, 28 I heard my father mention that
name of ten.

¥y grandfather, I may add here gnd for the record, was
callied Billie by =veryone whe kmew him. But he and my father
@nd others said his name was William and his father wasg nared
w{1lliame Yy father also told me that he saw the Tamily Bible
of William,Jr. in his youth and that it was in the possession
of Avery (he cmlled his first name but I just can't rescall
vhat I wage I do presume, for one reasscn, that he rust nave
parried 4Aunt Carcline. )

if I have not asked you this question in my former letter,
I will do so agmons: Do you happen to know e&nything about this
old family Bible?

I hwve heard this repeated many times and by my father
#nd his brotherv and sisters: His grsnd father, “illiem,Jr,
wag an cld men and too 0ld to do service in the Confederste
Army; that ke rerained st horme and locked after the families
und children left &t home. At the close of the Yar, a8 perty
of mounted Federal 30ldiers visited every home in their section.
Grandpa, as my father refered to him, stood his ground; that
these soldiers destroyed scme property, made & lot of threats
and otherwise tried tc bluff him, thinking he was withholde
ing information about his property. They insisted that he had
some gold; thet &e had burfied it. That, finally, they sur-
rounded him, said they wers going to blow him up, then to carry
out theilr threat they poured & ring of powder around his feet,
and repeated their threat. Unafrisd sand not to be intimideted,
thie old man said: “blow, blow, blow, damn youi it will dblow you
too."

I ahall persist in ny search. Thursday, in my brows ng
through the records mentioned, I got some other leads that
w11l take more time to run down. I wes certainly glad to run
into this proof that therec wag a “illiam, Sr and ¥Villism JY
on the records.

30, to my listing of tentative information meiled to you
& few diya since, “illiam, Jr. should be added &3 our imrmediate
comnon ancestore +i3 soon ag possi ble, I plan to visit, Futnam,
liancock and varren Counties, among other places. I hmve & notion,
too, to try to viasit North Carolina, to determine, if poasible,
wny leads that might give us the name or other forebesrs of
Lodwick Alford. :



Roy s Alford, page 4, May 19,1951,

-~ To retord here another point that 1s on my mind: I believe
with the uncovering of & Williem Sr and Jy, that ¥illiam Alford,
Dr., was also 8 Soldier of the Kevolution, in North Carolina.

I have several facts peointing t0 this ccnclusion. It hes been
established by Mra U.5. Gunn that James Alford, his father, was
&8 Soldier of the Revolution.

I must end this letter. I wanted to correet the infore
mation, tentative though it was, that I sent to you, hence this
compuniostion today.

I heve just talked with your daughter, Mrs loward, on
the phone, She und ber husband and son will drop around to see
us one day before he gradustes June 2.

And she also sald you planned to be hsye June 2, so let
me know your plans, to the send that we may get personally ace
queinted and swap experiences and information.

Anticipating the pleasure of m-eting and know you eund
others in your family, I am,

Cordially yours,

Guy Alford




