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Th_is is not to be taken am & completad eompilntiéf‘a ef
the nisa o:t‘ notea I have Jotted down, from time to‘ "Bma, Ia :
my efforts to set dwn, later, aome ncu about my Iinaal
forebears and collsteral lines. ‘
4s I caution or warm in my comments set dwn on these
notes, I want to stress in this'foreword' to ake notes I
have typed and inelna.a ‘here that ny conclusiew now, and
: atil I complete my research are tentative cnﬁ ta'bJeet tc -
mm, in many instances. o
Fﬂ imraanet, I hava not had the time cxmsiesl

eapaeity tﬁ mry tleng and complete my remea u thc Tl RS

o Hmsock couniy, “eorgis, background. It ﬁkes tm aﬁ

petience to bmd sn adequste or proveable & nealogy

is & pe‘int I want to stress upon members afthe ]

Patient and diligant resoareh nill, in time, un=
cover missing 1links or open up new h&ds. ﬁa 1.:6?3
“to nmuiragly hidden facta often turn up, unc:peetedly
a8 a zaurd for patience and diligence in this rumehc
| I will apprectate it if sny mbor of the :mly,
or any one ocutaide the fm,il;, will caaperato nith al
in eonatxueting this Alford genealogy. -

" Bear in mind, too, thet all who besr the name of
Alferd or who are descended from an Alford are ”rolﬁteéif
'.t'hat 15 txne in England ss well a8 in the United %atu.

" The word 'ford' is & common name in England and 'fe‘ri' m
- &n element used in many family mc. Sgaee and tint, at *‘ S

:‘4: V

ghe ‘moment does not permit me ta dlscwaa tha evelutimr B
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or development of our Family Name System. I will say some-
thing aﬁout this subjeet and add it to ny completed compila-
tion of this genealogy ef Alford and allied limes. It is
enough to say, ﬁaw, that our name simply means 1014 Ford'
and itlwas, at times gone by, spelled Alderford, Auldfords,
etc. with letters being dropped until most of us now use
this spelling: Alford. 3ome aven substitued & v for the £
and use the spedlings Alvord. That, I think, is due to the
influsnce of the old dialectal sccents used in the various
sections of old England. I am no expert om ths subJect but
I had the good fortune of aserving in the army in Burope in
Woerld Wars I and II and, since the origin of mmes always
fascinatea me, I utilized some of my spare tim reading and
talking with infermﬁd Engliéhmen. I shall, in the end, set
down some of my impressions of what I heard orlearned on
this subject. Some have asked me about this pdint or I
woéld not have mentioned it here.

In addition, I want to add this conviection of mines
I have not, and do net expect, to find any man bearing the
name of Alford has been or is a seint or one & the plaster
saints fastensd up on & wall for decorative or worship, pure
poses. They atack up about like the general run of humanity,
no worse or better. Cur forebears are sound, dapendﬂblo old
Anglo-Saxon stoek - & Tace of people I think are on & par
with or the aqual of any other Trace ofmankind, past or pree
gent. I am what I am because of my forebears. I inherited
some of my cheracteristica. Environment played a part, &

substantial part,to be sure. We see these things all through

the generations paast. It is ah intereating andg fascinating
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study, for me..

I am not trying to build & genealogy thait is tied to
the fame ¢f some great go:ieral 0T & governer or & president
or some king, or noéblemen. Those of us who bei' this family
name can, if they wish, get finto kind of & background. But
I am just an ordinary mortal and proud of my family name,
and ths family nemes allied with 1t, and will be content
to record the facts, leaving out the glamour, romance and
unproveablelegendis. Every Alford I personally know feels
the same way about this subject, I believe.

Now, back to the original thought behind this fore-
word and the purpose of this temperary or tentative confpi-
lationd of these notes:

l. I hmre. been eollecting notes and memorandums for
a long time. I found I was duplicating my efforts because
they were not. organixdd. I bave started typing my data and
I :olectod to use thede notes as the basis upon which to
make a study of where I stind and to give me an idea or
plan to follow 1in the future.

2. Something like an index is easentisl. I have hurriedly
made one and will alter, add to or amend and mewrite as I
type out my present data and add new facts. F

'é; Several members of the family are interested. These
particluar facts will help them to help me in the pursuit
of/}ﬂ'vthis project.
| 4. I have made & couple of ocarbon coples of thease notes,
to paas aiong to others for study and suggeations. The original
copy 1 w,g,ll hep é.nd use &8 my Wmaic foundation, in order to

have & system and my project before me at all T imes..
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5. I have made some grammatical andrtypographiealﬁ
~errora in this hurried typing. Before I study and‘put to-
gether my completed notes, I will have my copy typed by &
professional typist‘ as well as having it proof read by
a competent proofreader. (A person can't read zand correct
his own erros, to be sura).

6. I think, too, I bave a few errors in dates or other
facts or there are betiér sources, insome insitances, and
will elimi%}t:he errors and recheck all records, t0 be
sure.

7. The form I used to type these notes on was de-
vised by me az & éenvanience in making notlcs and to send
to others upon which they could supply requeated information.

8. I have.two other forms, No. 2 and No 3, I have called
them, for want of & better designation or for refersnce.
My.temporary notes, Form No 1, will be retypd, some in ner-
rative form, ou 8t x 14 inch paper, attached to or bound
in loeose leaf binder with Form No. 2. Form Nd. 2 and these
typed ahe‘e:t\n are the supporting proof of each family (Form
Ho. 2 being & chart for each family). Form No 3 is a chart
’shcwing each generation, in & line, ‘and references to the
supporting facts carried in ¥oxm No. 2. Form No 3 éhowu,
at a glance and on cne page, &8s many &8 10 generations
backward, if you have that much proof.

9. Some may ask: why collect &ll notes about any
Alford name or association with an Alford or allied family
name? The answer: I do not not kmow if related or not, but

it is worthwhile and interesting for some one to coellect

such data; it may halp ma or you in ferriting out something
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about yoyr particular line. And it will preserve, may be,
an esstential fact for some other interestedpperson who
may come after us. And it may save these noted facts from
destruction by the nommsl wear and tear of age. Nothing is
permanent.C8unmsthouses and other public places of recoxrd
are destroyed, too. Family records, I m&y say, have a way
of disappearing in & generation or two. They jJjust get into
the hands of a personm who is unconcerned or they may be
accirdingly destroyed or lost, and this includes olf
family Bibles. |

10. I suggeat to 8ll who make & family record, or
posseases aﬁy worthwhile fact, they they made more than
one copy, always. Otherwise, your evidence can and will
become loat in due time. If that fact, alone, is appre=
c%ated by all of us, you and I would not now have to be
researching and digging back to ascertain who our grand
parents were, or may be, if we know their name, we would
not have to search for the names of their wives, children,
brothers and sisters, birth, marriage and desth dates.

1l. My forms No. 2 and 3 are now in the hands of
the printer. I will have them in a few days ®nd send them
on to interested membera ¢f the family to fill out and
return, after they make up their respective family records.

12. Another question, some have askedmes When you
complete your research, what will you do with it? First,
it is & physical impossibility for anyone to comﬁilo all
data about any one family. I doubt if one had the support

of an endowment fund, he could @ccomplish that feat.
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Next, It is & must, gpnerhlly, to take note of any fact or
"~ incident touching upon & given name, genération to genera-
tien, if we are to get a well rounded picture. For instance,
we 3ee the forenames of Willism, John, Bcnjamin; Jagcod,
Lodwick, James, ete. in every geniration back to early
Colonisl times. Senior and Junior is not ofteen seen om
the record, is another case in peint. Unless we follow
this course we may not get & sound genealogy (I have per-
sonally examined several cases where & genealogy fails
because some one else comes along and digs up the facts
and upsets those who rely upon such hastily bdilt records).
And the third reason, speaking for myself personally, it

is interesting andfinfermative to know some facts about
collateral kinship, as well as lineal. It gives us a
better picture ei our anepatry, to be sure.

. 13. I do mot plan to print a beék. That's expensive,
but I may be able to work out a plan wheroby the béaie facta
migh£ be printed by the Planograph printing method cbuld be
- used -~ this is & photographic process to use typed pages
in lieu of typesetting. I will get to this bridge, in due
gseason. I will be happy to get the facts and arrange them
so that others, lineal and collateral kin, can take these
collected facts and expand into a genealogy auch @&s will
guit their own versonal wishes. My loose leaf forms MWo. 2
and 3 can be expanded or otherwise used to suit most any
kind of a situation.

14. Az to the U 8 Census records. When the British
Army burned the Capitol in Washington 1814, Georgia's

Census reports were destroyed for 1790, 1800 and 1810, In
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Georgla, in lieu of such official records, wehave to resort
to such records &s the county tax digests, the old land
grants, etec. I have many more of asuch records inmy notes,
to be typcd;

15. Church records &re important sources of informa-
tion, if they have been preserved. On my mother's side of
the family, I have found several old church minutes that
are indispensadble to settling some doubtful questions or
connecting links. On the Alford side, I ran into the
0ld St Peter'a Parish reéérdu that give us a good lead
into Colonisl times. I have a note in my data,also, that
Lodwiek Alford, and I essume he is the Lodwick mentioned
here in my notes, was & VeStryman in his chureh in North
Carolina. That wss, of course, the Establishdéd Church of
England (which was a semi-government institutiom before
the Revolution and when we separted Church &nd State).

That 1s one local source I want to inveastigate in North
Carolima. We ought, I think, if we locate this old Church
Register, get some invakuable facts about him and his family.

16, I have not included in this bateh of typed
notes, particular data about my bmphhers and sister, my
parents (except to indentify my father's parents), reserve
ing this information for notes to be typed ad added to this
working baok of notes. I have planned to wait &nd have these
newer generations copied on my Forms 2 and #,'to avoid un~-
necessery typing for me (a job this is exh_aﬁﬁng to me, in
view of my handieap).

17. As you will understand as you read my comments
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on several of‘the attached notes, I seem to be & "deubting
Thomes®, at two or three plaoces. Liuyera often have the

rug pulled from under them, 8o to speak, by relying too

much upon what a clio;t or witness sssunes to be a facts
hence, we alwaya want {o gheck and recheck our facts. And
that 1s true here, as this is just another form of practicing
law, to me.

I would not have you blindly accept what I say or caat
@aide this tentative or probable conclusien about my notes
&nd the facts atated therein.

Fu:therrinveatigation may lead me to another conclu-
sion, after I finish my research, but I do want to pass
on %o seversl members of the family who are intereated in
the progress I bave made. Let's be patient and sure of our
steps. Peréonilly, I don not want to be the father of any ‘
legend or trsditieom; we osnf get the facts, if we are dili-
gent., | ‘

EKssping in mind the reservations I have made, I am
inelined believe that this is my line of ancestry (and
yours where it fits into the line). There are other points,
I may say, to support this theory, but until I can get %o
Hancock County and research all of my leads, I will not
include them in thia batch of notes. ‘ |

- (@) Guy Alford, son of Lorenzo Dow (Bud) Alford and
Anna(Hart) Alford; b. Dec 15,1890, at Buckhead, Morgan
Co. Gae ﬂ |

(b) Lorengzo Dow Alford, son of ¥William and Susan

(Bryant) Alford; b. July 30, 1857, Morgan Co. Ga.
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(e) William ("Billie®) Alford, son William (William B.?)
Alford and lMary (Meson) Alford; b. Putnam Co. Ge., 18235
died, Garfield, Emanuel Co. Gm.; burried, Bethsaida Bhurch
Cemetery, ne&r Dublin, Ga.

(d) Williem (William B.?) Alford, son of James (James
W.,?) Alford and Lurena (Boyiin) Alfordj b. Wake County,
N.Ce; died, Putnam Co. Ga. 1888, |

(e) James (Jamas W.,?) Alford, son of Lodwick Alfoxrd
and Rebecca (Ferrall, Terrell or Therrell) Alford; be . Ce
igf died, died,(N.C. or ea./e), 1813.

(£) Lodwick Alford, ason of 7? $ be NeCo, 1715; died,
N.C. 1788, “ B

(g) 4nd beyond Lodwick, I believe & looal research
in N.C. and Va. will reveal some thing about Wisperentage.

I have set down question marks after each name seams
t0 offer an apparent confliet. There may be no confliet,
further researgh may revaal. I don't k.no-, bhence I am ine
clined to the side of cautiomness. For instance, if ®(d)
Williem and William B. are not one and the same person,
then my tentative theory falls flat; the same can be said
as tof *(e) James and James W. If they are one and the
same, both James W. and William B. must have dropped the
use of an inital, for they did not sign their wills with
aﬁ initial. If it were not for the projection of these
initials, in each case, I would not be confused &t all,
for I see other factors that would get my tentative theory
out of adjustment. I may say further that I am holding to

another view, namely, that my research will fi nally show
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that William and Willilam B. are not one and the same per-
son, and that James and James W. are different perasons or
‘that they abandoned their initials.

18. My foreword is rather lengthy, but I want to be
on safe ground, to repeat. It is alﬁdyt~a good rule to
read an author's preface or foreword, I suggest.

19, And in this instance, you sre desling with a striotly
private project. To get & better understanding of this tenta-
=;£;§a outline of a genealogy project, I suggest that you read
tim Index before reading the notes, to get a better picture
of thies raw and hestily put together group o notes.

20. After reading, I am hopeful that those who are
g0 intereated will be good enough to let me have their Te-
@ctions and such facts as will help me to correct any known
or apparent facts and to supply new facts or leads for me
to pursue.

2le I bhave not had time to complete the index by
indexing the ¥xEmxxsf names other than Alfords.

22. One of the reasons for my rush in typing out these
particular notes,now, is that my aunt, Mrs Martha Jane (Alford)>
Farthing, widow of late Reuben T&odora Farthing snd daughter
of Wm and Susah [Bryant) Alford, will celebrate her 9lat |
birthdey Sunday, June 20,1952. I plan to atted and discuss
this projected genealogy with many who will & end thhs Te-
union.

23. At the outset, I intended to usc«ohly & page Or
a0 as the foreward, but, as I proceeded, I recalled that magy

have asked me questions and as they came to miind T have aoitght
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keep this in sight as well &8s anticipating what others
might want to lmnew. I, therefore, converted this foreword
into a sort of chain'tamily chat.

24. Finally, I have noted that some of ke carbon
copies are dim. Carbon paper wears out quieckly and I have
tried to do the bsat I could under the eircumstences. Later,
we will have access to & more rounded and better editg@&]ﬁiﬁ
genealogy. I can't meke & promise as to its eompletiéﬁ;
since that depneds upon quite & bit of travel, &nd my
health will laregly govern that point.

July 15,1982 Guy Alford





