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When I first learned some thirty years after World War
II that one of my many nephews had survived the
sinking of a merchant ship in the Indian Ocean, I
immediately jumped to the conclusion that he had been
in the same awful danger I had experienced in the early
months of the big war.

Having myself been posted to the Far East in late 1940
and leaving my tearful bride of two months behind, I
voyaged from San Francisco on the old liner President
Pierce with ports of call Honolulu, Yokohama, Kobe,
Shanghai, Hong Kong and finally Manila. Homeport of
the Asiatic Fleet was Manila, the Philippines and there I
was assigned to the old four-stack destroyer
STEWART. For almost a year there was a sort of
guarded peace during which we trained and prepared for
what most of us felt was inevitable - war.

In late November 1941 with tension steadily rising in
the Far East, our Admiral Hart, Commander of the
Asiatic Fleet, learned that the Japanese Fleet was at sea
but no one know where. It was always assumed that, if
war came, the Asiatic Fleet would be the first to be hit.

Two weeks before the war Admiral Hart ordered all
ships that could move to leave Manila and the
Philippines and to sail to the Netherlands East Indies. Of
course no one dreamed that Pearl Harbor would be the
first to be hit. But it was and we in the Asiatic Fleet
wondered who would be next.

We found out soon enough and it was not long in
coming. As soon as the Japanese Fleet returned from the
Pearl Harbor attack, had their ships overhauled, refueled
and resupplied, they turned their attention to us, the
Asiatic Fleet. It was as if the enemy had saved us for
mopping up at their leisure. And that is precisely what
they did. They beat the hell out of us out there and in
less than three months nearly all our ships were sunk or
damaged beyond repair. Indeed my ship STEWART
was hit by shellfire in a savage night melee and had to
be drydocked for repairs. But it was a floating drydock
which tilted causing our ship to turn over on its side
with even more damage.

There was not enough time for repairs. We had to
abandon ship to avoid capture of the crew by the enemy
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